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The contribution of Polish thinkers to the development of the idea of European integration over the centuries 
Abstract 

The idea of a united Europe under a common authority has its origins in the days preceding the commonly understood of the beginning of integration, and this is often equated with the today's European Union. The genesis of the consolidation of the European continent is not only the Schuman Plan but also the multiple attempts of peaceful or military merging of European territories under the joint power, starting with the Greek polis or the Roman empire.

In addition, the development of the idea of European integration cannot be restricted only to Western European countries. History shows that a significant contribution to the development of idea are also made by Polish representatives, and this idea has inspired Poles at least since the sixteenth century. Many of their proposals after taking into account the time factors seems to be extremely up-to-date today. The purpose of this paper is to outline the contribution of Polish thinkers to the development of the idea of European integration.
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